THE CHURCH OF ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
January 24, 2016

rd

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

3 Sunday in Ordinary Time

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

8:00 AM
7:00 PM
8:00 AM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
8:00 AM
6:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:30 AM

NO MASS
Helen Kudasik – Ken & Jane Skone
Ann L. Wambaugh – Marie Hankinson
Eucharistic Adoration
Buddy Hankinson – Toots Maddy
Philip Speicher – Joann Darbyshire
Ann & Denny Burkhart – Richard & Cheryle Engbert
Darlene DeArmitt – Larry M. DeArmitt & Family
For the People

Pastor:
(ricopadre@hotmail.com)

Fr. Richard Tomkosky

Hall Reservations:

Melinda Will (733-0029)

Mass Schedule:
Wed., Fri.:
Tues. & Thurs.:
Sunday:

Parish Website: www.newbaltimorecatholic.com
8:00 AM
7:00 PM
6:00 PM (Vigil)
8:00 AM and 10:30 AM

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Sanctuary Candle – For Peace

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

PRAYER LIST: Barbara Allison, Debbie Baker, Fred Bittner, Janey Black, Vicki Bowser, Ed Boyer, Macy Burke,
Anna Burkett, Mary Beth Campitelli, Jim Caro, Joe & Glenna Caro, Laura Costello, Faith Custer, Joann
Darbyshire, Brenda Davis, Terry Davis, Thomas DeArmitt, Jr., Judy Dronet, Beau Dull, Beth Engle Pat Ferko,
Agnes Fleming, Tabitha Frick, Janey Fulford, Paisley Goetzl, Donald Grasser, Gerald Grasser, Sr., Kelly
Hartbauer, Elizabeth, Ken & Kennaley Heider, Sandra Herzing, Mike Hess, Chet & Ida Mae Hillegass, David
Hinson, Steve Howsare, Matthew Jenkins, Harry Jones, J.T. Kline, Todd Kline, Jeanne Marie Klisiewicz, Chris
Knisely, Eileen Knott, Virginia Lambert, Tim Landis, Dana LeGros, Connie Levar, Darren Leydig, Don Lynch,
Martha Marker, George Maser, Gary Metivier, Tracey Mowry, Charlene Norris, Cathy & Laird Ober, Jane Palik,
Louise Pekala, Denver Reed, Rose Restly, Sabina Restly, Shawn Restly, Greg Seeley, Sandra Shaffer, Clara
Smith, Larry Smith, Michael Stefanik, Tommy Stiffler, Pat Stoe, Doran & Sue Walker, Dick Walter, Anna Lee &
Kenny Wambaugh, Aaron Weiss, Christina Whetstone, Charlotte Will, Jan & Larry Will, Tish Will, Mel Wingard,
Dominick Yachere, Nancy Zeth, George Zubek, Jr.

Rectory:
Box 10
New Baltimore, PA 15553
Phone: 733-2210
Hall: 733-4113

Baptism:
Arrange in advance for pre-baptismal
instructions.
Confessions
Saturday 5:00 – 5:45 PM
Matrimony:
Arrange nine months in advance. Couples
expected to participate in pre-marriage
preparation program

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Last week: Loose: $79.00 Adults: $2,197.00 Total: $2,276.00
Victims of Natural Disasters collection: $644.43

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

READER:
MINISTER:
SERVERS:

ALTAR SCHEDULE – January 31st
6 pm
8 am
Wayne Tedley
Joan McGreevey
Deacon Thom
Deacon Thom
Nathan Leonard
Desirae Heider
Caleb Leonard
Kennaley Heider

10:30 am
Kris Engleka
Deacon Thom
Marshal Engleka
Maria Engleka

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Families and the Gospel…. In today’s gospel Jesus was “praised by all” except at
home in Nazareth where the “eyes of all were intently on him.” Acceptance can be
hard to find at home due to unreal expectations. Jesus challenges us to “proclaim
liberty” to anyone oppressed or captive by our expectations.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Parish Mission Statement St. John the Baptist Parish is a Catholic Christian Community
centered in rural New Baltimore, Pennsylvania. As members of the Body of Christ, we seek
to live as entrusted stewards using God’s gifts responsibly, intelligently, prudently, and
gratefully to bring about His kingdom. As stewards of our time, talents, possessions, and faith, we
are called to put our lives in proper focus and to live in accord with one another giving love and caring
support; to accept Christ’s challenge as related in the Gospels – to serve one another.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Our Annual Spring Dinner is fast approaching and we are in need of a
person or persons to coordinate the preparation of this meal. If someone
does not volunteer to do so by February 15th we will need to cancel the
dinner. Anyone willing to take charge of this fundraiser please call the
rectory. The dinner will be held on Sunday, April 3rd.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Lenten Bible Study – “Priest, Prophet and King” by Bishop Robert Barron

bringing two fine wax candles to dispel the gloom of his dark cell. In many places on the day of his
feast the blessing of St. Blaise is given: two candles are consecrated, are then held in a crossed
position by a priest over the heads of the faithful or the people are touched on the throat with them. At
the same time the following blessing is given: "May Almighty God at the intercession of St. Blaise,
Bishop and Martyr, preserve you from infections of the throat and from all other afflictions". Then the
priest makes the sign of the cross over the faithful. We will be blessing throats here after all the
weekend Masses on January 30 & 31 and at morning Mass on February 3rd.

Notes from Fr. Rich

In Priest, Prophet, King, you’ll discover Jesus as the Anointed One–the
ultimate priest, prophet, and king foreshadowed throughout the Hebrew

•

Retreat opportunity: February pre-Lenten Retreat: The next retreat I will be offering will be in
February from Friday evening the 5th until Sunday afternoon the 7th. It will be on the topic of “What the
Saints can teach us as we prepare for Lent and in daily life throughout the year”. If you are
interested: the cost is $130 per person which includes all materials, meals and a private room for the
retreat. Space is limited, so please contact me this week as the deadline is Friday January 29.

•

Adult Education: All adults are invited to come to adult ed classes in the retreat center dining room
from 9:15-10:15 on Sunday - we are going over the booklet A Minute in the Church: the Mass. It is an
interesting study of why we do what we do at Mass as Roman Catholics.

•

Appreciation dinner: We will be having our annual parish appreciation dinner this Friday night in the
Church hall for all the parish volunteers who signed up for it. I want to express in the name of the parish
my thanks to all the Church volunteers who help out each year with all of our parish activities and at
Mass. May God bless all of you abundantly.

•

Fish Fries: There will be a sign-up list for volunteers in the back of the Church in the coming weeks for
the Fish Fries which begin on Friday February 10, please help out anyway you can with this important
fundraiser.

•

Spring dinner: If we are still going to have the spring dinner, we need someone to step up to run it.
Please let me know if you are interested. Details are elsewhere in the bulletin.

•

Sign of Peace: In case you were not here last weekend at Mass, like last year as a good precaution to
trying to stay healthy in the winter, we will not be shaking hands at the sign of peace at Mass until the
Spring, when the cold and Flu season is over. Just give everyone around you a kind wave at the sign of
peace. And please pray for everyone’s good health.

•

Basement entrance to the Church: As I do every winter, I also encourage all of you to come in and
come out of the Church through the basement entrance as it is safer than going down the big steps in
the inclement weather. If you go down the big steps, please use the banisters. Thanks.

•

Hospital and Nursing home visits: Please remember to let me know if you or your loved one is in the
hospital or nursing home because they don’t let the Churches know anymore who is in because of the
HIPPA privacy laws.

Scriptures. Using biblical insights and engaging stories, Bishop Barron affirms
that we see Jesus most clearly through the lens of the Old Testament.
Through this biblical program, you will better understand Jesus, become more
familiar with Scripture, and realize your own priestly, prophetic, and kingly
mission, received when you are baptized “into Christ.”

The bible study

consists of six sessions on Thursday evening’s beginning 2/11/16 through
3/17/16, time is 7:00 pm until 8:30 pm. Please contact Jeff or Kathy
Wright

at

814-623-2824

or

jrw15522@gmail.com

for

registration

or

questions.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Liturgical Reflection... As Jesus proclaims the reading from the prophet Isaiah at the
synagogue in Nazareth, we hear the divine announcement of God’s mercy. This is a year
acceptable to the Lord, a Jubilee Year of Mercy. Glad tidings are brought to the poor.
Liberty is proclaimed to captives. The blind recover their sight. And the oppressed are
set free. God’s mercy is celebrated when the poor experience the Lord’s joy; when
those held captive are set free; when the lost receive true sight; and when those held
down firmly stand in the presence of God.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Blaise, who had studied philosophy in his youth, was a doctor in Sebaste in Armenia, the
city of his birth. When the bishop of the city died, he was chosen to succeed him. In 316,
when emperor Licinius gave the order to kill the Christians, Blasé was arrested.
According to the Acts, while Blaise was being taken into custody, a distraught mother,
whose only child was choking on a fishbone, threw herself at his feet and implored his intercession.
Touched at her grief, he offered up his prayers, and the child was cured. Consequently, Saint Blaise is
invoked for protection against injuries and illnesses of the throat. As the hunters led Blaise back to
Sebastea, the story goes, they met a poor woman whose pig had been seized by a wolf. At the
command of Blaise, the wolf restored the pig to its owner, alive and unhurt. When he had reached the
capital and was in prison awaiting execution, the old woman whose pig he had saved came to see him,

•

Blessing throats: In case you are wondering, Deacon Thom and I will be blessing throats next weekend (January 30-31) after all the Masses in anticipation of St. Blaise Day on February 3. If you come to
daily Mass on February 3 you can also get you throat blessed after the Mass that day, if need be.

•

Divine Mercy reflections – on our need for Jesus’s mercy – “Both the sinner and the righteous person
have need of My mercy. Conversion, as well as perseverance, is a grace of My Mercy” (Jesus speaking
to St. Faustina, Diary, par 1577). Have a blessed week.

